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Students will understand that while there may be a 

contemporary trigger, Black grievances are 

rooted in and reflect hundreds of years of 

oppression directed against their ancestors. 

Students will understand what institutional racism is 

and what it ‘looks like’ in different contexts 

Students will understand the tools through which they 

can advocate for the change they want to see. 

Students will understand that symbols matter, and 

monuments were a product of Lost Cause thinking. 

Students will understand the role of music in the 

protest movement and identify its purposes. 

Students will be able to distinguish between 

different views and connect them to the present 

Students will understand sources of unconscious 

racial bias and be able to identify it in society today. 
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Key vocabulary and concepts 
 

 

Let us start with an uncomfortable fact:   

America was founded on racist foundations.  It may have not been viewed as racism by most at the time 

contemporaneously, but this does not change the fact that racism – as we define the concept today – directed against 

people of African heritage permeated society.  

 

Institutional Racism 

A form of racism that is embedded as normal practice within society or an organization.  Institutional racism is 

distinguished from racial bigotry by the existence of institutional systemic policies, practices and economic and 

political structures that place minority racial and ethnic groups at a disadvantage in relation to an institution's racial 

or ethnic majority.        https://www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/institutionalracism.pdf 

 

Implicit v explicit bias 

In the case of explicit (conscious) bias the person is very clear about his or her feelings and attitudes, and related 

behaviors are conducted with intent.  Implicit (unconscious) bias operates outside of the person's awareness and can 

be in direct contradiction to a person's espoused beliefs and values.  https://nccc.georgetown.edu/bias/module-3/1.php  

 

Policing in America has historically had racial implications.  The earliest forms of organized law enforcement in the 

US can be traced to slave patrols that tracked down escaped slaves. 

 

Lost Cause 

An attempt to reinterpret historical facts.  Lost Cause pushes the idea that the Civil War was about state’s rights (not 

slavery), it portrays the Confederacy’s cause as noble and the defeat by the Union forces not due to military skill but 

rather superior numbers in the North.  Slavery, in this view, was a benign institution and slaves were generally 

content with their station. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Certain things must be understood prior to looking at the Historical Patterning of Racism in the United States. 

 

The Slave Trade 

People are kidnapped out of Africa.  Regardless if they were captured by white slavers or by black African rival 

tribes (who then traded the captives to white slavers for guns), the enslaved peoples were put in shackles and 

boarded on to a trans-Atlantic ship.   

➢ They would often be sold in market squares 

➢ Individuals and cultures were destroyed 

➢ Middle passage is where they were packed into tight, unsanitary spaces on ships for months at a time. Measures 

were taken to stem the onboard mortality rate, such as enforced "dancing" (as exercise) above deck and the 

practice of force-feeding enslaved persons who tried to starve themselves,  The conditions on board also resulted 

in the spread of fatal diseases. Other fatalities were suicides, slaves who escaped by jumping overboard. The 

slave traders would try to fit anywhere from 350 to 600 slaves on one ship. 

 

What was it like to be a Slave in America? 

While there are always few exceptions, certain experiences are overwhelming common to the Slave experience.  

➢ People were haunted by the fear that families would be sold apart, be it couples sold separately, or children sold 

away from parents.    

➢ Whippings, rape and other acts of brutality were daily occurrences. (According to genetic evidence in 2016, the 

average “European/White” genetic inheritance African Americans have today is 25%’ 35% of all African 

American men today descent from a White male ancestor) 

➢ Slavery was heritable.  That is, children of slaves were slaves themselves by law and custom. 

https://www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/institutionalracism.pdf
https://nccc.georgetown.edu/bias/module-3/1.php
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Historical Patterning of Racism 
 
  Moments of Institutional Racism     Sampling of Cultural Racism   Change 

      These government laws/policies established a   These events illustrate events which set an Moments of hope for 

      pattern of systemic state-sponsored prejudice.    atmosphere of persistent prejudice  a better tomorrow. 
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Nearly all of the Colonies viewed slave as possessions. 

 

Colonies set their own laws to subject a peoples: 

 1664, Maryland passes a law making lifelong 

servitude for black slaves’ mandatory.  Similar laws 

were passed in New York, New Jersey, the 

Carolinas and Virginia.  

 In Virginia, slaves are assigned the status of real 

estate by the Virginia Black Code of 1705. 

 In New York, a law against runaway slaves 

assigned the death penalty for those caught over 40 

miles north of Albany. 

 Between 1660-1690, several colonies declare 

marriage between whites and people of African 

heritage illegal 

Hypodescent (The One Drop Rule) 

 The idea that a single drop of “black blood” was 

enough to classify one as black.  Originally found in 

a 1662 Virginia colonial law, it has been upheld in 

the courts as recently as 1985 

     

In response to Stono’s Rebellion in 1734, 100 slaves 

were killed, decapitated and their heads placed on spikes.  

 

In 1740, 50 black slaves are hanged in Charleston, South 

Carolina, after plans for revolt are revealed. 

Manumission (the 

ability of a slave to 

purchase their 

freedom) was rare 

but not impossible.  

 

As colonists began 

to speak out against 

the British tyranny, 

some New England 

ministers began to 

question the 

contradiction  of 

advocating liberty 

and owning slaves. 
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After the creation of the Federal Militia Acts of 1792, 

the Army will exclude black men, a prohibition which 

will remain in effect for seventy years. 

 

The Fugitive Slave Act (1793, and renewed regularly) 

passed by Congress required than runaway slaves be 

returned to their owners, even if they fled to a free state. 

The Act made the federal government responsible for 

finding, returning, and trying escaped slaved. 

 

1831, in response to Nat Turner’s Rebellion, fear of a 

repeat of the rebellion increased repressive policies 

throughout the South. 

 

Dred Scott v Sanford (1857) held that people of African 

heritage – both free are slave – were not United States 

citizens and could not sue in federal courts. 

 

Popular Sovereignty illustrates the massive size of the 

pro-slavery population in the United States 

 

The Cotton Gin made slavery profitable to the enslavers.  

Many products which emerged from slave labor were for 

sale on the market. 

 

Westward expansion further reinforced the sense of 

white superiority, and all discussion regarding possible 

new states in the west was in relation to its slave-status. 

 

Drapetomania 

 c.1851, a physician popularized the view that mental 

illness was the cause of slaves trying to flee captivity.  

The psychiatric/medical solution: cut off the big toe 

and whipping. (the term was still in usage past 1914).  

1808, the British and 

the United States 

banned the trans-

Atlantic slave trade. 

 

Some White elected 

officials were vocal 

advocated for 

ending slavery. 

 

1834-1856, a dozen 

ani-slavery hymnals 

and songbooks were 

published in Ohio, 

NY, Massachusetts 
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By 1776, 12 of the 13 Colonies had slavery.  (Rhode 

Island had abolished it) 

 

The Continental Congress adopted a policy of excluding 

Black soldiers from the army. 

 

The American revolution – as an anti-tax movement at 

its core – centered on American’s right to control their 

own property.  As such, the defense against England 

was underpinning a perpetuation of the existence of 

slavery throughout the land.    

 

Slave owners were massively influential in local and 

national politics. 

1777, Vermont 

banned slavery in its 

state Constitution  

 

Washington 

authorized freedom 

for slaves who 

fought on behalf of 

the Continental 

Army against the 

British. 
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FIRST FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

The Articles of Confederation (1781) was silent on the 

topic of slavery, effectively allowing slavery to exist 

unencumbered; the only inherent reference was to ‘free 

citizens’ and ‘free states’ 

 

SECOND FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

The Constitution (1789) supported property rights for 

white Americans and allowed slavery to continue 

where it existed and even validated its existence.  

Slaves would have no freedom.  They would be 

counted as three-fifths of a person for the purpose of 

state representation in the House of Representatives.  

 

Politics 1789-1861: 

12 of the first 18 Presidents owned slaves; 8 did so while 

in office: George Washington (1789-1797); Thomas 

Jefferson (1801-1809, owned 600+ slaves and fathered 4 

children with Sally Hemmings);  James Madison (1809-

1817, owned over 100 slaves and proposed the three-

fifths compromise); James Monroe (1817-1925); 

Andrew Jackson (1829-1837, owned 200+ slaves),  

John Tyler (1841-1845), James Polk (1845-1949), and 

Zachary Taylor (1849-1850).  Most of these figures 

advocated for the expansion of slavery while in office 

 

1793, the Cotton Gin increased the demand for slaves. 

President Monroe 

supported sending 

freed slaves to the 

new country of 

Liberia, in Africa. 

 

1780-1804, all 

Northern states 

passed legislation 

abolishing slavery. 
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Historical Patterning of Racism 

 
  Moments of Institutional Racism     Sampling of Cultural Racism   Change 

      These government laws/policies established a   These events illustrate events which set an Moments of hope for 

      pattern of systemic state-sponsored prejudice.    atmosphere of persistent prejudice  a better tomorrow 
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From 1865 to 1906, many Black veterans were denied 

disability pensions by the Union army disability 

pension system 

 

In 1883, the Civil Rights Act of 1875 (which 

prohibited violence against Blacks during elections) 

was ruled unconstitutional.   

Social Darwinism – a belief system which held that 

some people (whites) are biologically superior to 

others, and the strongest or fittest should survive and 

flourish in society while the weak or unfit should be 

allowed to die. So-called ‘white civilized’ industrial 

nations that had technologically advanced weapons 

had the moral right to conquer and civilize the ‘savage 

blacks’ of the world.  This let to imperialism and 

colonialism. 

 

Between 1882-1968 there were at least 3,446 lynching’s 

of Blacks 

 

Lost Cause thinking takes hold. 

 

Anna Cooper is a 

vocal advocate for 

civil rights. 
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 1861, So desperate was Lincoln to avoid war that in 

his negotiations with the South he promised that if they 

return to the union then he would . . .   

➢ Not discuss slavery in Congress until the year 1900 

➢ Will send the US army to invade Mexico to create 

new slave states out of the conquered land. 

  

While the South was fighting to preserve their way of 

life (which was built on the back of slave labor), for 

the first half of the war the North was fighting to 

preserve the union.  It won’t be until the Emancipation 

Proclamation when the abolition of slavery was seen 

as a national security interest.   

1863, Emancipation 

Proclamation. 

 
About 200,000 free 

blacks fought for the 

North. Would Whites 
notice & appreciate? 
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The South is not punished for the Civil War 

 

President Johnson encouraged the Southern states to 

ignore the 14th Amendment. 

 

Jim Crow laws are intended to restrict and exclude 

blacks from everyday life    

 

Housing discrimination 

Fifteen state courts obeyed ordinances that enforced the 

denial of housing to African Americans in white-zoned 

areas.  These laws will persist for a hundred years!  

 

Amnesty Act of 1872. 

Confederate soldiers were pardoned by President Grant 

 

Civil Rights Act of 1875 would have limited 

discrimination.  The Supreme Court rules parts of it 

unconstitutional. 

 

Insurgent white supremist groups went to lengths to 

terrorize former slaves and strove to restrict the 

freemen’s freedoms.  These include the White League, 

Red Shirts and Ku Klux Klan. 

 

The Ku Klux Klan permeates all of southern society, 

terrorizing freed Blacks and the northerners who 

would help them.  

 

 

The 14th Amendment 

is ratified making 

Blacks citizens. 1868 

 

15th Amendment is 

ratified gives Blacks 

the right to vote. 

1870 

 

Some Blacks were 

voted into Congress. 

 

Civil Rights Act of 

1875 prohibited 

violence against 

Blacks during 

elections. 

P
 R

 O
 G

 R
 E

 S
 S

 I 
V

 E
   

E 
R

A
 

1
8

9
4

 -
 1

9
1

2
 

Plessy v Ferguson (1896) held that racial segregation 

laws were ok so long as the facilities were equal.  They 

led to the phrase “separate but equal.” 

 This decision legitimized many existing state laws 

re-establishing racial segregation since 

Reconstruction 

 

Literacy tests – from the 1890s to the 1960s, many 

state government in the southern United States 

administered literacy tests to prospective voters, tests 

intended to disenfranchise racial minorities 

 

Confederate monuments are erected throughout the 

South.  They number over 1,500.  Most went up 1897-

1915.  They were constructed and are maintained in 

promotion of Lost Cause mythology. 

Similarly, this time witnessed the largest concentration 

of the naming of schools and geographic locations after 

figures of the Confederacy. 

 

1909, the National 

Association for the 

Advancement of 

Colored People 

(NAACP) is 

formed.  

 

W.E.B. DuBois and 

Booker  Washington 

are vocal advocates 

for civil rights. 
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Historical Patterning of Racism 

 
  Moments of Institutional Racism     Sampling of Cultural Racism   Change 

      These government laws/policies established a   These events illustrate events which set an Moments of hope for 

      pattern of systemic state-sponsored prejudice.    atmosphere of persistent prejudice  a better tomorrow 
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Buck v Bell (1927), the Supreme Court case, which 

allowed for legal sterilization of “undesirables”, 

reinforced eugenics and Social Darwinism thinking.  

 

In Virginia 1924-1930, Racial Integrity Laws were 

passed to protect “whiteness”.  Among them, a white 

person was defined as a person “who has no trace 

whatsoever of any blood other than Caucasian.”   

Other states follow with similar laws. 

 

Literacy tests for voting continue. 

Summer of 1919 in Elaine, Arkansas, an effort by Black 

sharecroppers to organize for better wages enraged 

Whites and led to a massacre leaving 200 Blacks dead. 
 

Tulsa Race Riot / Greenwood Massacre in Ok. 1921 

 In what might be the worse race riot in American 

history, a White mob (including the US National 

Guard) attacked Black residents, their homes and 

businesses.  35 square blocks were destroyed, 800 

people hospitalized and over 6,000 Blacks interned 

for several days.  10,000 Blacks were left homeless. 
 

Rosewood Massacre in Florida, 1923 

 A racially motivated event where the (largely Black) 

town of Rosewood was burned to the ground.   
 

1924 – Membership in the KKK peaks.  While estimates 

vary, five million is the most commonly-cited number. 
 

1925 – 35,000 KKK members march on Washington DC 

to show support for white supremist ideals  

 

The Harlem 

Renaissance 

witnessed a 

reclaiming of Black 

culture 
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President Wilson (1913) initiated segregation in the 

federal workplaces. (Federal offices in Washington 

DC had been desegregated since the Civil War to this 

date)  

 

Literacy tests for voting continue. 

East St.Louis Riots in Illinois, July 1917  

 over 100 African Americans were killed and an 

entire neighborhood reduced to ashes. 

Silent Protest Parade 

in July 1917, where 

10,000  Blacks 

marched in silence 

in New York City to 

raise awareness of 

and send a message 

to President Wilson 

of lawless treatment 

**1st march of 20th C 
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Breedlove v Suttles (1937), the Supreme Court found 

that requiring a poll tax to be paid as a prerequisite for 

voting was Constitutional.  22 States had a poll tax at 

one time or another, with most starting them in 1877. 

 

Examples that the judicial process will not bring justice:  

The Scottsboro Boys, 1931 

 

New Deal programs helped institutionalize racial 

disparities in wages and benefits.  The economic benefits 

lawmakers reserved most were for white workers while 

restricting and excluding people of color. 

 Fair Labor Standards Act exempted agriculture 

 

Tuskegee Study 

 African American men were told they were 

receiving free health care, but actually they were 

infected with untreated syphilis.  This continued 

for forty years. (It only ended because of a 

whistleblower in 1972)  

1936, People of 

African heritage 

were allowed to 

represent the 

United States in the 

Olympics of the 

first time.  US 

Black athletes 

dominated the track 

events. 
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Literacy tests for voting continue 1943 – Detroit Race Riots 

 Blacks v Whites and police.  34 people killed (25 

were black), 600 wounded (75% were black), 

1,800 arrested (85% were black) 

 

Race riots also occurred in Illinois and New York 

 

Executive Order 8802 

(1941) – President F. 

Roosevelt prohibited 

racial discrimination in 

the nation’s defense 
industry.  It is the first 

federal action to 

promote equal 
opportunity and 

prohibit employment 

discrimination.  
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Lassitier v Northampton County Board of Educators 

(1959), the Supreme Court held that literacy tests did 

not violate the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th 

Amendment nor of the 15th Amendment 

 

There are many examples that the legal system and 

judicial processes will not bring justice.  For example:  

murders of Emmitt Till (1955), Medgar Evers (1963),  

4 girls at the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham 

(1963) and the murder of Jimmie Lee Jackson (1965) 

 

High profile resistance to Black rights and desegregation 

 

The government compromised in their protections for 

the Freedom Riders and Freedom Summer, basically 

ec.  

 

The FBI conducted surveillance of Civil Rights leaders 

and set out to destroy MLK’s reputation.   

Lynching’s of Blacks peaked in the 1960s as white 

supremacists resorted to terrorism to discourage blacks 

from voting. 

 

1964 – Malcolm X speaks out against the Vietnam War, 

calling it the White man’s war which was 

disproportionally drafting (and killing) Black people.  

MLK and Muhammad Ali will later echo similar 

themes.  

 

1965 – Watt Riot in Los Angeles. 

 34 killed, 1,032 injured, 3,438 arrested, over 1,000 

businesses destroyed 

 

Murders of prominent Civil Rights leaders:  

JFK (1963), Medgar Evers (1963), Malcolm X (1965), 

RFK (1968), MLK (1968) and Fred Hampton (1969) 

 

Resistance to civil rights portrayed on television 

included footage of lynching’s, bombings, attack dogs 

and police beating protesters. 

 

1954, Brown v 

Board of Education 

desegregates 

schools. 

 

For the first time, 

whites were  

walking in mass 

side-by-side with 

Blacks, participating 

in the boycotts, sit-

ins, Freedom Rides, 

etc. 

 

President 

Eisenhower works to 

fulfill the 

commitment of and 

enforce Executive 

Order 9981. 

1
9

7
0

s,
 1

9
8

0
s,

 1
9

9
0

s 

“Qualified immunity” is the legal doctrine in which a 

police officer will not be liable even if he violates the 

Constitution, such as in violating the civil liberties of 

others. 

 First introduced in 1967 (Supreme Court case 

Pierson v Ray) to protect police from frivolous 

lawsuits, but in the late 90s it was increasing applied 

to cases involving excessive or deadly force. 

The 1991 beating of Rodney King lead to six days of 

racial riots in 1992 (when the officers were acquitted).    

 

1992, former KKK leader David Duke runs for 

President.  He received nearly 1% of the vote in the early 

Republican primary states 

 

Demographic Facts 

Although two-thirds of crack cocaine users are white or 

Hispanic, a large percentage of people convicted of 

possession in federal courts are Black.  In 1994, 84.5% 

of defendants convicted of possession were Black, while 

only 10.3% were White and 5.2% Hispanic.  

Jesse Jackson was 

the first major party 

(Democrat) Black 

candidate to run a 

nationwide primary 

campaign and to win 

primaries/caucuses.  

He receives about 

three million (1984) 

and seven million 

(1988) votes. 
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The GI Bill was deliberately designed to accommodate 

Jim Crow laws, thereby facilitating barriers to Black 

veterans acquiring business loans, housing or 

university admission.  

 

Literacy tests for voting continue. 

Many Whites in the military resisted Executive Order 

9981 (which sought to desegregate the armed forces). 

 

1948, the States Rights political party extensively used 

Confederate symbols and messaging.    

Executive Order 9981 

(1948) –  President 
Truman desegregates 

the US armed forces. 

 
The “Color Barrier” in 

major league baseball 

is broken when Jackie 
Robinson joins the 

Dodgers.  
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Shelby County v Holder (2013) 

 The Supreme Court struck down two provisions of 

the Voting Rights Act of 1965, effectively 

removing government oversight of elections in 

southern states.  In the 7 years since, states with a 

history of voter suppression have closed 1,688 

polling places throughout the South.  Most closures 

were in predominately black communities.  

 

Policing policies targeted minority populations. 

 Racial profiling, stop-and-frisk, and arrest quotas 

 

2006, the FBI detailed the threat of white supremacists 

and skinheads infiltrating police in order to disrupt 

investigations against fellow members and recruit other 

supremacists. 

 This FBI bulletin was released during a period of 

scandal for many law enforcement agencies 

throughout the country, including a neo-Nazi gang 

formed by member so the Los Angeles Sheriff’s 

Department.  Similar investigations revealed officers 

and entire agencies with hate group ties in Illinois, 

Ohio and Texas.   

 In the ten years since this study, little has 

changed.  Neither the FBI nor state and local law 

enforcement agencies have established systems 

for vetting personnel for potential supremacy 

links, according to a investigation by the 

Southern Poverty Law Center.   

 

Stanford University analyzed nearly 10 million traffic 

stops from around the nation which occurred 2001-

2017, and found that black drivers are 20% more likely 

to get pulled over than white drivers. 

  

Hollywood continues to hire non-Black 

actors/actresses to portray Black historical figures 

 For instance in 2016 Zoe Saldana (Dominican/Puerto 

Rico descent) darken her skin and wore a prosthetic 

nose to portray Nina Simone, who was Black.  

Hollywood has numerous instances of casting White 

people to play minority figures.  The concern, in part, 

is a marginalization and lack of respect. 

 

Within a year of the 2015 Charleston church shooting, 

there was a backlash against the removal of 

Confederate symbols, including over 173 pro-

Confederate flag rallies held within two months. 

 

President Trump (2017-2021) directs a racist campaign 

and presidency. 

 As a candidate: He questioned Obama’s citizenship 

and patriotism in racial terms. 

 As president: He uses racist rhetoric, racist symbols 

and openly emboldens white supremacy 

 

Demographic Facts 

➢ c.2016, African-Americans own one-tenth of the 

wealth of white Americans. 

➢ c.2016 wealth inequity is profound.  The wealth gap 

persists regardless of households’ education, marital 

status, age or income.  For instance, the medium 

wealth for Black households with a college education 

is 70% of the medium wealth for White households 

without a college degree.  The gap worsens as 

households grow older; Blacks aged 50-65 and near 

retirement had only 10% of the wealth of Whites in 

the same age group  

➢ Of the nearly 1,100 people killed by police in 2019, 

unarmed people of African heritage were 24% of 

those killed despite being only 13% of the 

population. Being killed by police is the sixth-leading 

cause of death for young people of color. More 

broadly, 99% of the use of deadly force (toward all 

ethnicities) by police from 2013-2019 have not 

resulted in officers being charged with a crime. 

➢ C.2008, while African Americans constitute 12.6% of 

the US population,  they comprised 38% of the 

incarcerated people in prison. 

Barack Obama 

(2009-2017) 

becomes the first 

African American 

president 

 

2015, following the 

Charleston church 

shooting, several 

retailers announced 

they would no 

longer sell items 

with the Confederate 

flag on them. 

 

Several Civil Rights-

era cases have been 

reopened, with the 

statute of limitations 

being waived 
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Confederate Monuments                                                   Name ___________________________  

                                                                                                                                          Period ____    Date ________________ 

 
 

 
Source   https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Confederate_monuments,_schools_and_other_iconography_established_by_year.png 

To answer the following questions, you need to look at the graph above and know what the three colored represent 

and see the dates (the Civil War was 1861-1865) 

 

 

1. Consider the dates in the chart.  What do they tell us about the intent (to honor, to memorialize, to 

affect the narrative of history) of the statues and monuments being built? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2. Consider the historical timelines.  Why might the spike in monument naming have occurred when it did? 
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Confederate Monuments                                                   Name ___________________________  

                                                                                                                                          Period ____    Date ________________ 

 

    
Source:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stone_Mountain 
Stone Mountain is a quartz mountain in the state of Georgia.  Carved into it is a large portrait of Confederate figures 

Jefferson Davis, Robert E Lee and Stonewall Jackson.  Efforts to get it constructed started in 1901, but it was not 

until the 1950s when construction really got going.  In response to Brown v Board of Education and the start of the 

Civil Rights Movement, the Georgia segregationist governor got money from the state to purchase the land and pay 

for the construction, which happened from 1964-1972.  Today it is a point of inspiration for the modern KKK and 

other white supremist groups.  

 

 

1. What can we say about the motivation of the Georgia governor who authorized this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2. Is this an effort to recognize history or engage in revisionist history?  Defend the position/answer you take.  
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Confederate Monuments 

 

RACHEL MARTIN, HOST:  The House of Representatives has approved legislation to remove Confederate statues 

from the U.S. Capitol, though it's unlikely to happen because it is very unlikely it'll pass the U.S. Senate. Today, a 

hearing is scheduled on the fate of one of the most prominent Confederate monuments in the country, the Robert E. 

Lee statue in Richmond, Virginia. It's the last remaining statue of the Confederate leader on Richmond's iconic 

Monument Avenue.  Other Confederate statue’s that have stood for a century along that avenue have been taken down. 

And as Mallory Noe-Payne of member station WVTF reports, the community has reclaimed the space. 

 

MALLORY NOE-PAYNE, BYLINE: It's a scene few Richmonders would've imagined even a couple months ago, a 

trio of Black musicians playing under the shadow of Robert E. Lee. 

 

NOE-PAYNE: Trombone player Isaiah Robinson says he doesn't even consider the looming Confederate general. 

 

ISAIAH ROBINSON: When I'm playing, I don't think about him. I think about my ancestors. You know what I'm 

saying? And every time I think about them, it makes me play harder. You know what I'm saying? I feel their spirit. 

 

NOE-PAYNE: For weeks, Richmonders have taken over the circle of land at the base of the monument, grilling out, 

playing games. 

 

NOE-PAYNE: Yarreem Hall is 18 and grew up just a few miles from here in some of the city's public housing. 

 

YARREEM HALL: Came out here for the first time yesterday and really sat out here for a good two hours. I played 

basketball, listened to music with different people, ate different food. You know, it is chill. 

 

NOE-PAYNE: Michelle Bebbs says it used to only be white people, really, walking on Monument Avenue. 

 

MICHELLE BEBBS: If you're Black, you get a funny look being here, like you don't belong. But now it just feels 

comfortable. It feels good. 

 

NOE-PAYNE: This transformation is all the more radical given Monument Avenue's origin story. It begins with the 

unveiling of the Lee monument in 1890 to a crowd of 150,000 people. Kevin Levin is a Civil War historian. He says 

the monuments were the centerpieces of an exclusive real estate development. 

 

KEVIN LEVIN: This was a neighborhood set aside specifically for white Richmonders to raise their families, but also 

a place where white Richmonders and others could come to celebrate the generals who fought in the 1860s, who fought 

for the Confederacy. 

 

NOE-PAYNE: At the same time, lynching’s in Virginia spiked and Black representation in the state Legislature 

plummeted. Levin says this broad tree-lined avenue, where residents got paved streets and electric lights, did the 

insidious work of relegating African Americans to second-class status. 

 

LEVIN: It's not just the monuments that help to reinforce this racial divide; it's everything that comes along for the 

ride, everything that white Richmonders and white Southerners benefitted from. 

 

NOE-PAYNE: Despite those barriers, Richmond's Black community resisted. 

 

JOSEPH ROGERS: The response is to keep on living. 

 

NOE-PAYNE: Joseph Rogers is a historian at the American Civil War Museum. 

 

ROGERS: It concentrated itself by just being in community with each other and trying to build up the best 

communities that they could. 

NPR Interview, 23 July 2020 
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/23/894548521/virginias-monument-avenue-sees-great-

change-amid-racial-unrest-in-the-u-s 
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NOE-PAYNE: Parts of the segregated city became known as Black Wall Street and the Harlem of the South. Today, 

when Rogers thinks of monuments in Richmond, he doesn't just think of Monument Avenue but of a statue one block 

away of the Black entrepreneur Maggie Walker. 

 

ROGERS: And she's in mid-stride, ready to cross that street and bridge that gap. And I think that we have done it. 

We've taken that step with her and for her, and we've really reclaimed that space and we have made it inclusive for 

everyone. 

 

NOE-PAYNE: Back at the Lee monument, things are quieter in the morning. A man naps in the shade. A couple 

people play chess. Richmonder Howard Hopkins has always viewed this space as a threat, no different than the burning 

cross he says was left in his family's yard when he was a child. 

 

HOWARD HOPKINS: You know, I may have ridden down it, but I never stopped. 

 

NOE-PAYNE: That changed recently. He rushed down here to watch as crews removed the first monument, lifting 

General Stonewall Jackson off his pedestal. 

 

HOPKINS: From the moving it up to moving it over, each one of those movements was representation of we are in a 

place that the world is beginning to change. 

 

NOE-PAYNE: Critics say removing Confederate monuments erases our history, but Hopkins says we're simply writing 

the next chapter.   
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Unconscious Racial Bias 

Newspaper Article 
 

 

 
Source   https://newslagoon.com/entertainment/look-at-how-differently-a-mississippi-newspaper-covered-stories-about-black-and-white-suspects/211291/  

This newspaper is dated 17 June 2020.  Editorial choices in the construction of this page influence how we perceive the 

world.  Look at this newspaper page, paying specific attention to how it treats the White and Black suspects differently.  

What strikes you?  What do you think is wrong with it?  How purposeful to you think this was? 
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Unconscious Racial Bias 

Star Spangled Banner 
 

 

 

Colin Kaepernick is Righter Than You Know  
The National Anthem Is A Celebration of Slavery 

By Jon Schwarz 

26 August 2016 

 

 

Before a preseason game on Friday, San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick refused to stand for the playing of 

“The Star-Spangled Banner.” When he explained why, he only spoke about the present: “I am not going to stand up to 

show pride in a flag for a country that oppresses Black people and people of color. … There are bodies in the street and 

people getting paid leave and getting away with murder.” 

 

Twitter then went predictably nuts, with at least one 49ers fan burning Kaepernick’s jersey. 

 

Almost no one seems to be aware that even if the U.S. were a perfect country today, it would be bizarre to expect African-

American players to stand for “The Star-Spangled Banner.”  Why?  Because it literally celebrates the murder 

of African-Americans. 

 

Few people know this because we only ever sing the first verse. But read the end of the third verse and you’ll see why 

“The Star-Spangled Banner” is not just a musical atrocity, it’s an intellectual and moral one, too: 

 

No refuge could save the hireling and slave 

From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave, 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

 

“The Star-Spangled Banner,” Americans hazily remember, was written by Francis Scott Key about the Battle of Fort 

McHenry in Baltimore during the War of 1812. But we don’t ever talk about how the War of 1812 was a war of 

aggression that began with an attempt by the U.S. to grab Canada from the British Empire. 

 

However, we’d wildly overestimated the strength of the U.S. military. By the time of the Battle of Fort McHenry in 1814, 

the British had counterattacked and overrun Washington, D.C., setting fire to the White House. 

 

And one of the key tactics behind the British military’s success was its active recruitment of American slaves. As 

a detailed 2014 article in Harper’s explains, the orders given to the Royal Navy’s Admiral Sir George Cockburn read: 

 

Let the landings you make be more for the protection of the desertion of the Black Population than with a view to any 

other advantage. … The great point to be attained is the cordial Support of the Black population. With them properly 

armed & backed with 20,000 British Troops, Mr. Madison will be hurled from his throne. 

 

Whole families found their way to the ships of the British, who accepted everyone and pledged no one would be given 

back to their “owners.” Adult men were trained to create a regiment called the Colonial Marines, who participated in 

many of the most important battles, including the August 1814 raid on Washington. 

 

Then on the night of September 13, 1814, the British bombarded Fort McHenry. Key, seeing the fort’s flag the next 

morning, was inspired to write the lyrics for “The Star-Spangled Banner.” 

 

So when Key penned “No refuge could save the hireling and slave / From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave,” 

he was taking great satisfaction in the death of slaves who’d freed themselves. His perspective may have been affected by 

the fact he owned several slaves himself. 

 

http://www.nfl.com/news/story/0ap3000000691077/article/colin-kaepernick-explains-why-he-sat-during-national-anthem
https://twitter.com/search?q=Kaepernick&src=typd
https://twitter.com/ErickFernandez/status/769721011180675072
http://amhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/the-lyrics.aspx
http://harpers.org/archive/2014/09/washington-is-burning/
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With that in mind, think again about the next two lines: “And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave / O’er the 

land of the free and the home of the brave.” 

 

The reality is that there were human beings fighting for freedom with incredible bravery during the War of 1812. 

However, “The Star-Spangled Banner” glorifies America’s “triumph” over them — and then turns that reality completely 

upside down, transforming their killers into the courageous freedom fighters. 

 

After the U.S. and the British signed a peace treaty at the end of 1814, the U.S. government demanded the return of  

American “property,” which by that point numbered about 6,000 people. The British refused. Most of the 6,000 

eventually settled in Canada, with some going to Trinidad, where their descendants are still known as “Merikins.” 

 

Furthermore, if those leading the backlash against Kaepernick need more inspiration, they can get it from Francis Scott 

Key’s later life. 

 

By 1833, Key was a district attorney for Washington, D.C. As described in a book called Snowstorm in August by former 

Washington Post reporter Jefferson Morley, the police were notorious thieves, frequently stealing free blacks’ possessions 

with impunity. One night, one of the constables tried to attack a woman who escaped and ran away — until she fell off a 

bridge across the Potomac and drowned. 

 

“There is neither mercy nor justice for colored people in this district,” an abolitionist paper wrote. “No fuss or stir was 

made about it. She was got out of the river, and was buried, and there the matter ended.” 

 

Key was furious and indicted the newspaper for intending “to injure, oppress, aggrieve & vilify the good name, fame, 

credit & reputation of the Magistrates & constables of Washington County.” 

 

You can decide for yourself whether there’s some connection between what happened 200 years ago and what Colin 

Kaepernick is angry about today. Maybe it’s all ancient, meaningless history. Or maybe it’s not, and Kaepernick is right, 

and we really need a new national anthem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Source: https://theintercept.com/2016/08/28/colin-kaepernick-is-righter-than-you-know-the-national-anthem-is-a-celebration-of-slavery/ 
 

http://caribbean-beat.com/issue-140/heroes-of-forgotten-war#axzz4IdP1eMkc
https://books.google.com/books?id=xVRQ8NsrP5MC&printsec=frontcover&dq=%22Snow-Storm+In+August:+Washington+City,+Francis+Scott+Key%22&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiemIqqoeTOAhXKPB4KHTADANcQ6AEIHDAA#v=onepage&q=%22There%20is%20neither%20mercy%20nor%20justice%20for%20colored%20people%20in%20this%20district%20%22&f=false


15 | P a g e  
 

Implicit (Unconscious) Racial Bias 

Memes 
 

 

How we are raised has a huge impact on how we view the world.  What are the messages of these Memes? 

 

 

M e m e   15-A            M e m e   15-B  
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Memes – Black Lives Matter 

 

 

 

“Memes” reflect an element of culture or a system of behavior which may be framed as an image (humorous or 

serious), video, or piece of text, among other things.  They are intended to offer a commentary on culture through 

literal or sarcastic presentation.   

The problem with Memes (as with anything viral on the internet) is that determining the original source could be 

difficult.  Yet even without the sourcing line of questioning we are able to pose other inquiries which help to make 

sense of them.   

 

Memes are grouped on pages by common theme. 

Racial Inequity   (page 17) 

Why “Black Lives Matter”  (page 18) 

“Black Lives Matter” v “All Lives Matter”   (page 19) 

Related Views / Nonspecific   (page 20) 

Related Views / Defund the Police   (page 21) 

 

The following questions are suggested to guide a debrief of the memes (most questions apply to all the pages of 

Memes, but not necessarily all of them)  

• Consider the content of the memes.  What do they collectively suggest about the nature of treatment of 

African Americans? 

• Which of the messages presented in the Meme’s on that page are the most effective?  Why? 

• When viewed together, in what days do the Memes on that page complement one another message, 

and how might they distract from or challenge one another’s message? 

• Are the messages in these Memes found in other primary sources of the time? 

• How do these Meme’s better help us understand the saying “Black Lives Matter”? 

• Which of the Memes on this page is the most impactful?  Why? 

• What do these Meme’s say about the views/beliefs/perspectives held by ‘All Lives Matter’ advocates? 

• Is “All Lives Matter” inherently racist? 

• Some Memes are intended to illuminate hypocrisy and/or engender empathy.  How effective are they 

in doing so? 

• How effective to you believe Meme’s are as a form of communication? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 | P a g e  
 

Memes – Black Lives Matter 

Racial inequity  
 

 

M e m e   17-A       M e m e   17-B  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        M e m e   17-C 
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Memes – Black Lives Matter 

Why ‘Black Lives Matter’?  
 

  

M e m e   18-A      M e m e   18-B  

 
M e m e   18-C     

  

 

 

M e m e   18-E 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

M e m e   18-D  
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Memes – Black Lives Matter 

“Black Lives Matter” v “All Lives Matter”  

 

 
M e m e   19-A      M e m e   19-B 

 
 

  M e m e   19-C     M e m e   19-D 

        
 

  

 M e m e   19-E 

 

For my “all lives matter” friends: 

 

When the Boston marathon was bombed, and everybody’s profile picture 

was changed to “Boston Strong, nobody said “all cities are strong.” 

 

When the Las Vegas shooting happened, people changed their profiles to 

“Stand with Vegas”, nobody said “Stand with Everywhere.” 

 

Have you ever seen someone counter a breast cancer post with “wait, 

what about colon cancer?” 

 

But for some reason if someone says “black lives matter” it turns into an 

all-inclusive “all lives matter.” 

 

This is not an either/or proclamation.  When there is a crisis we have 

always rallied around that particular group/city/cause.  It does not 

diminish any other group/city/cause, it just brings awareness and support 

to where it is needed. 

 

Nobody is saying all lives don’t matter, but right now our black friends, 

families, colleagues, neighbors, and strangers need our support. 
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Memes – Black Lives Matter 

Related Views… 
 

 

M e m e   20-A       M e m e   20-B  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M e m e   20-C       M e m e   20-D 
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Memes – Black Lives Matter 

Defund the Police 

 

 
M e m e   21-A       M e m e   21-B 

     
 
M e m e   21-C       M e m e   21-D 
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Internet Meme Sources 

 

 
For the aforementioned Memes, they may be located online at the following links  

 
Page 15 Implicit (Unconscious) Racial Bias 

Meme 15-A     19 June 2020 post   https://www.facebook.com/TheFortySeveners/posts/its-no-accident-that-you-learned-about-helen-keller-

instead-of-web-duboisyou-lea/3196020000455649/  

Meme 15-B     https://www.upworthy.com/two-white-girls-were-given-black-dolls-and-reacted-oppositely-heres-why   

 

Page 17 Racial Inequality 

Meme 17-A     1 June 2020 post   https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100007518369299  

Meme 17-B     6 June 2020 post   https://www.facebook.com/myreligionisrap/photos/%EF%B8%8F-great-examples-of-white-supremacy-in-

america-the-two-men-in-the-bottom-pics-er/2810945842349045/  

Meme 17-C     20 August 2014 post   https://scottiestoybox.com/2014/08/20/equal-justice-not-for-all-this-needs-to-stop-we-all-are-human-

one-race-on-one-planet/ 

 

Page 18 Why Black Lives Matter? 

Meme 18-A     https://www.instagram.com/p/CCNp-m4CSXr/  

Meme 18-B     https://www.facebook.com/pg/Christianity-is-NOT-a-religion-it-is-a-relationship-with-Jesus-Christ-106391539412612/posts/  

Meme 18-C     https://www.pinterest.com/pin/367676757063400856/  

Meme 18-D     https://sites.google.com/site/racismtaughtandspread/  

Meme 18-E      

 

Page 19 BLM v ALM 

Meme 19-A     https://starecat.com/black-lives-matter-vs-all-lives-matter-all-cancers-matter-all-words-matter-all-mammals-matter/  

Meme 19-B     https://www.pinterest.com/mirandaplease4/black-lives-matter/  

Meme 19-C     4 June 2020   https://twitter.com/eeelijahhh/status/1268749496470564864  

Meme 19-D     25 June 2020   https://twitter.com/FlyingP89449631/status/1276177352524025856/photo/1  

Meme 19-E     11 July 2016   https://www.vox.com/2015/9/4/9258133/white-lives-matter  

 

Page 20 Related Views 

Meme 20-A     https://libertyblock.com/a-cops-thoughts-on-the-anti-cop-protests/  

Meme 20-B     24 June 2020   https://twitter.com/francismmaxwell/status/1275834939125010433?lang=en  

Meme 20-C       https://thesource.com/2020/05/27/source-sports-lebron-james-colin-kaepernick-and-more-athletes-speak-out-on-george-

floyds-death/  

Meme 20-D     https://www.independent.com/2020/06/19/dear-white-santa-barbara-churches/  

 

Page 21 Defund the Police 

Meme 21-A     https://www.reddit.com/r/raleigh/comments/htwpmb/defund_the_police/      

                        Info on the artist at http://www.nealskorpen.com/aboutcontact.html  

Meme 21-B     23 June 2020   https://scottiestoybox.com/2020/06/23/what-does-defund-the-police-mean/  

Meme 21-C     14 June 2020   https://www.newsbreak.com/news/1583737871699/7-cartoons-about-defunding-the-police  

Meme 21-D     16 June 2020   https://www.news-journal.com/opinion/dvorak-dont-defund-the-police-reimagine-the-police/article_545e6452-

af41-11ea-9ab8-5b081bfdc6fc.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TheFortySeveners/posts/its-no-accident-that-you-learned-about-helen-keller-instead-of-web-duboisyou-lea/3196020000455649/
https://www.facebook.com/TheFortySeveners/posts/its-no-accident-that-you-learned-about-helen-keller-instead-of-web-duboisyou-lea/3196020000455649/
https://www.upworthy.com/two-white-girls-were-given-black-dolls-and-reacted-oppositely-heres-why
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100007518369299
https://www.facebook.com/myreligionisrap/photos/%EF%B8%8F-great-examples-of-white-supremacy-in-america-the-two-men-in-the-bottom-pics-er/2810945842349045/
https://www.facebook.com/myreligionisrap/photos/%EF%B8%8F-great-examples-of-white-supremacy-in-america-the-two-men-in-the-bottom-pics-er/2810945842349045/
https://scottiestoybox.com/2014/08/20/equal-justice-not-for-all-this-needs-to-stop-we-all-are-human-one-race-on-one-planet/
https://scottiestoybox.com/2014/08/20/equal-justice-not-for-all-this-needs-to-stop-we-all-are-human-one-race-on-one-planet/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CCNp-m4CSXr/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Christianity-is-NOT-a-religion-it-is-a-relationship-with-Jesus-Christ-106391539412612/posts/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/367676757063400856/
https://sites.google.com/site/racismtaughtandspread/
https://starecat.com/black-lives-matter-vs-all-lives-matter-all-cancers-matter-all-words-matter-all-mammals-matter/
https://www.pinterest.com/mirandaplease4/black-lives-matter/
https://twitter.com/eeelijahhh/status/1268749496470564864
https://twitter.com/FlyingP89449631/status/1276177352524025856/photo/1
https://www.vox.com/2015/9/4/9258133/white-lives-matter
https://libertyblock.com/a-cops-thoughts-on-the-anti-cop-protests/
https://twitter.com/francismmaxwell/status/1275834939125010433?lang=en
https://thesource.com/2020/05/27/source-sports-lebron-james-colin-kaepernick-and-more-athletes-speak-out-on-george-floyds-death/
https://thesource.com/2020/05/27/source-sports-lebron-james-colin-kaepernick-and-more-athletes-speak-out-on-george-floyds-death/
https://www.independent.com/2020/06/19/dear-white-santa-barbara-churches/
https://www.reddit.com/r/raleigh/comments/htwpmb/defund_the_police/
http://www.nealskorpen.com/aboutcontact.html
https://scottiestoybox.com/2020/06/23/what-does-defund-the-police-mean/
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/1583737871699/7-cartoons-about-defunding-the-police
https://www.news-journal.com/opinion/dvorak-dont-defund-the-police-reimagine-the-police/article_545e6452-af41-11ea-9ab8-5b081bfdc6fc.html
https://www.news-journal.com/opinion/dvorak-dont-defund-the-police-reimagine-the-police/article_545e6452-af41-11ea-9ab8-5b081bfdc6fc.html
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Institutional Racism 

 

 

 

ARI SHAPIRO (Program Host):   In Georgia yesterday, the lines outside polling places stretched for blocks. Meriva 

Bowen in Atlanta says people were camped out in stadium chairs at her polling place as rain showers came and went. 

She said some voters even had Chick-fil-A delivered right there in line. 

 

MERIVA BOWEN:   So they were in line long enough to get on the app, order it and have it delivered with the person 

actually driving through voters. Someone, like, a Good Samaritan, went to Target and brought us granola bars and 

water. 

 

SHAPIRO:   Bowen waited more than two hours to vote. And in addition to long lines, other voters in the state reported 

missing or malfunctioning voting machines and a shortage of backup paper ballots. Carol Anderson has studied the long 

history of voting issues in Georgia. She is Charles Howard Candler professor of African American studies at Emory 

University. And I asked her what was going through her head yesterday as she saw these problems unfolding yet again. 

 

CAROL ANDERSON:   That this is intentional. You have to work really hard to bungle an election the way that this 

one was bungled, particularly after 2018 where we had lines that stretched for hours, where we had machines that didn't 

work, where we didn't have enough provisional ballots, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera. So that we could end up here again, 

yeah, you've got to work hard to make that happen. 

 

SHAPIRO:   There's a difference between incompetence and intentionality. What makes you say this was intentional? 

 

ANDERSON:   That - for instance, for the voting machines that Georgia bought, there were all kinds of warning signs 

and all kinds of testimony urging the state not to buy these machines, that there was proof that other states had decided 

not to buy these machines. But Georgia plowed right ahead and spent over $100 million on them. And these machines 

have created so many problems. So it was already that. It was the way that people had been arguing early on for hand-

marked paper ballots and emergency ballots, particularly in the midst of a pandemic, and yet there weren't enough 

printed when there was already basically a two-month delay between when the primary was supposed to be held and 

this month because it had been pushed back because of the pandemic - those sorts of things. 

 

SHAPIRO:   And what do you make about the fact that this seemed to happen more in majority African American 

areas? 

 

ANDERSON:   One of the ways that this consistently happens is that you have a larger population in those areas. And 

so if you restrict access to resources in terms of the number of machines, the number of poll workers, the kind of 

training poll workers can get, the number of polling stations for a much larger community, you can create the 

circumstances where what we had happen yesterday happened. So the difference is the impact of the size, and that's 

what we're seeing. 

 

SHAPIRO:   You know, one message in all the protests we've been seeing is that voting is the most powerful way to 

change policy. So what happens when that recourse voting becomes impossible? 

 

ANDERSON:   That is something we really don't want to have happen because part of the reason why we're seeing so 

many people protesting out in the streets right now is because the systems, the institutions of democracy have failed. 

They have failed to hear, to listen, to respond. And so that the - and when those institutions fail, that puts people out in 

the street to be heard. When voting becomes blocked, democracy is in an epic fail. And so those who say they believe in 

democracy, who believe in America, will fix this now. 

 

SHAPIRO:   That's Carol Anderson, who teaches African American studies at Emory University. 

 

 

 

 

NPR Interview, 10 June 2020 
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/10/874340084/the-reasons-behind-voting-issues-in-georgia 
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Institutional Racism 

 

 

AILSA CHANG, HOST:  Today and tomorrow, we're going to explore what the national debate over race and policing 

looks like from the inside, inside the police force and inside the African American community. Here's our co-host Ari 

Shapiro. 

 

ARI SHAPIRO, BYLINE:  We invited three generations of black police officers to join us for a wide-ranging 

conversation about what's changed over the decades, what hasn't, and what they make of this moment in America. 

 

SHAPIRO:  First, meet Isaiah McKinnon. He's in his 70s, retired. He served as chief of police and deputy mayor in the 

city of Detroit. He joined the force in the 1960s. 

 

MCKINNON:  These guys would do things to you to literally force people to quit. 

 

SHAPIRO:  Next, Cheryl Dorsey. She joined the Los Angeles Police Department in 1980. She's also retired now after a 

long career with the LAPD. 

 

CHERYL DORSEY:  I'm a black woman first, and I am a mother of four black men second. And then third, I happen to 

be a sergeant of police. 

 

SHAPIRO:  Finally, Vincent Montague is 37 and president of the Black Shield Police Association, which supports 

officers serving in the Greater Cleveland area. He's been in law enforcement 12 years. 

 

VINCENT MONTAGUE:  When I'm at work, it's almost as if you're a chameleon. You have to adapt to the culture of 

the job. 

 

SHAPIRO:  I started by asking the three of them why they wanted to get into police work. 

 

DORSEY:  Chief, why don't you go first? 

 

MCKINNON:  I decided to become a police officer as a result of a serious beating I received in 1957 as a young boy by 

a group in Detroit that was called the Big Four. There's usually four very large white officers. I was leaving school, and 

these four officers grabbed me, threw me up against a car and proceeded to brutally beat me and then at some point told 

me to get my a** out of there, and I ran home. So I made a decision that evening I was going to become a police officer. 

Certainly I didn't know I was going to become chief. But that was the impetus for me becoming a police officer in 1957. 

I joined the Detroit Police Department in 1965. 

 

SHAPIRO:  I was thinking about the kind of person that has an experience like that and decides, I'm going to go in that 

direction as opposed to run away from that. I'm going to become a police officer and try to make change from the 

inside. And I was thinking what that says about the kind of person you are. 

 

MCKINNON:  Well, it was so important for me because I had seen these officers beat up so many people in my 

neighborhood. We had - I think that Detroit had 5,500 police officers at the time, and probably less than 50 were 

African American. And it was important for me to try and do something from within. 

 

SHAPIRO:  Cheryl, what was your path? And going in, did you have hesitations about joining a police force that had a 

reputation of hostility towards black people? 

 

DORSEY:  No. I was very selfish because I was selfishly motivated. I was a young mother. I had been married and was 

going through a divorce. I had a small child, and I had bills. And it was strictly a financial decision. I had many friends 

who I - some didn't want to be friends with me anymore when they found out what I was thinking about doing. I had 

family members who had interactions with the police. I remember seeing things. Although I grew up very middle class, 

I never had any negative interactions with police. But it was strictly, I need money, and who can get it to me. 

NPR Interview, 18 June 2020 
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/18/880513767/what-it-is-like-to-be-a-black-police-officer 



25 | P a g e  
 

 

SHAPIRO:  Vincent, tell us your story. 

 

MONTAGUE:  The school that I went to growing up, I was typically the minority there. So the neighborhood that I 

grew up in, it was separated from - like, Garfield was the suburb, and Cleveland was the city. So where I live, I was one 

of the students that they divided the neighborhood up that we had to go to Garfield schools. So Garfield schools are 

predominantly white. And this was in the early '90s. I was playing a kickball game with some students, and they were 

white kids. And I gave him a high five, and this white kid just started stabbed me in the back with a pencil. 

 

SHAPIRO:  Literally stabbing you in the back? 

 

MONTAGUE:  Yes. He thought that I was attacking the white males that we were playing a kickball game with. But 

that was my first experience with racism. That kind of led me to wanting to become a police officer after that because I 

wanted to be able to make changes in the community that I lived in. 

 

SHAPIRO:  So for all three of you, did you experience tension between your identity in uniform and out of uniform, 

going from the police force back to your community every day? 

 

MCKINNON:  My very first night as a Detroit police officer, and the supervisors, the sergeant and lieutenant came into 

the room, and they announced roll call. And as they announced the assignments, they announced this one officer's name, 

and they gave the assignment. Then they said, McKinnon, scout 27. And this officer said Jesus effing Christ. I'm 

working with the - and he said the racial derogatory term. 

 

SHAPIRO:  The N word? 

 

MCKINNON:  This was my welcome to the Detroit Police Department. Yes. Yeah. And so I rode with him for eight 

hours, and he never said a word to me. And it's just interesting because when I went out to the street, the black people 

didn't talk to me either because I was a turncoat. So it was a very difficult time. 

 

SHAPIRO:  So, Cheryl and Vincent, how much of what Isaiah is saying sounds familiar to you, and how much was 

different by the time that you became a police officer? 

 

DORSEY:  Well, you know, I joined 20 years later, and everything that he's talking about was still going on. And my 

experiences were pretty much similar. I had to turtle up. I had to get a hard shell. I had a training officer who put me in a 

pain compliance hold. It's called a twist lock. Like we were taught and trained to do suspects when you're trying to 

handcuff them, this is what my training officer is doing to me with about three, four months in the field. There were 

several officers in the room, and they're just sitting looking. But one of them was a black officer who had a little time on 

the job, and he had a little size to him. And he said, hey, hey, stop that. And he made him let me go. 

 

SHAPIRO:  Wow. So more than 20 years later, Vincent, you join the police force. And how similar is your experience 

to what you've heard from Cheryl and Isaiah? 

 

MONTAGUE:  Well, I joined the police force in 2008. I think things were - are more covert on how things were 

handled. I will say, in the police academy, you find out who people really were in that police academy. I would say the 

academy was very divided. They tried to bring us together, but oftentimes black officers were told you have to have 

thick skin to deal with this because if you can't handle what they're saying in the academy, you can't handle it on the 

streets. So that's what we were told. But it was different for officers that didn't look like us. They were not told those 

same things. 

 

DORSEY:  You know, it's really interesting, if I can say this, Ari, that you have - you know, we're almost three 

generations, right? You've got the '60s, the '80s and the 2000s, and all of our experiences are the same. And folks ask 

me, you know, well, why would you want anyone to do this going forward? Because if we're not on these police 

departments, you know, we can't have an impact. While I'm troubled by what I'm hearing, that each of us have gone 

through this, and you would think that the chief's experiences would have made it better for me and mine for Vincent, 

not so much. And so that part saddens me. 
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Institutional Racism     

 

  

 

 

 

KING   C’mon now. Focus. Please! Let me hear on the 

top-tier elements that should be in any legislation we 

want passed. Let’s get specific. The group settles down. 

A few moments of all in deep thought.  

 

ORANGE   Banning laws that if a Negro tries to 

register, their name and address is published in the 

paper. It gives anyone who wants to do them harm, their 

exact location and.... Williams rises to his feet at full 

volume, sparking the crosstalk and interruptions again.  

 

WILLIAMS   C’mon, the poll tax has got to be our 

focus! Blacks are dead broke, but expected to pay for 

every year they weren’t legally registered before they 

can register. What the hell is that?  

 

ABERNATHY   I agree with that. If you do ever 

actually register to vote, let’s say at the age of 30, you 

gotta pay back taxes going back to age 18, before you 

can cast a vote.  

 

WILLIAMS   Who has that kind of money? More ideas 

and loud voices. King looks on, taking it all in.  

 

BEVEL   I hear you! I hear you! But the real issue is the 

literacy exam! The average person can’t pass it. And if 

you can, it don’t matter, when the local registrar can 

flunk you for missing a damn comma. 

 

 VIVIAN   Listen! I think the big issue is voting vouchers. 

C’mon, listen! Everybody forgets this part. That if you’re 

Negro, you can only vote if an approved registered voter 

vouches for you. So in Lowndes County for instance... 

 

NASH   Where not one single Negro has successfully 

registered to vote in the 20th century, by the way.  

 

VIVIAN   Exactly! If you live in a place like Lowndes 

County where no Negros are registered and you’ve got 

to have somebody who is registered to vouch for you, 

who do you go to? No one you know - not one Black 

person for tens of miles - is registered. How do you get 

the voucher... to get you in the courthouse door... to take 

the literacy test... to pay the poll tax... to get your name 

published and get yourself dead?  

 

King takes a deep breath, then looks to Young.  So much 

to do. 

Strategy planning discussion from the film 

‘Selma’,                                takes place in 1965 

MALCOLM  X    I must emphasize at the start that 

Elijah Muhammad is not a politician. 

So l'm not here this afternoon as a Republican nor as a 

Democrat. 

Not as a Mason nor as an Elk. 

Not as a Protestant nor a Catholic. 

Not as a Christian nor a Jew. 

Not as a Baptist nor a Methodist. 

ln fact, not even as an American. 

Because if I was an American, the problem that 

confronts our people today wouldn't even exist. 

 

So I have to stand here today as what I was when I was 

born, a Black man. 

Before there was any such thing as a Republican or a 

Democrat, we were Black. 

Before there was any such thing as a Mason or an Elk, 

we were Black. 

Before there was any such thing as a Jew or a 

Christian, we were Black people. 

ln fact, before there was any such place as America, we 

were Black. 

And after America has long passed from the scene, 

there will still be Black people. 

l'm gonna tell you like it really is! 

 

Every election year, these politicians are sent up here 

to pacify us. 

They're sent here and set up here by the White man. 

This is what they do. 

They send drugs in Harlem down here to pacify us! 

They send alcohol down here to pacify us! 

They send prostitution down here to pacify us! 

You can't get drugs in Harlem without the White man's 

permission. 

You can't get prostitution in Harlem without the White 

man's permission. 

You can't get gambling in Harlem without the White 

man's permission. 

Every time you break the seal on that liquor bottle, 

that's a government seal you're breaking. 

I say, and I say it again, you been had. 

You been took.  You been hoodwinked.   

Bamboozled. Led astray. Run amuck.  

This is what he does. 

 

 

 
 

Speech from the film ‘Malcolm X’   takes place in late-1950s 
https://americanrhetoric.com/MovieSpeeches/moviespeechmalcolmxharlem.html 

Note:  Both film scripts tried to honor the original dialogue  

           on which they are based as closely as possible, but  

           some minor adds may have been made for clarity. 
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Ethnography – Black Songs 
 

 

 

Martin Luther King and Malcolm X held different views on the importance of singing to the Civil Rights Movement. 

Malcolm X  –  

➢ Dismissive of the use of singing and song lyrics, Malcolm X says in a 1964 interview “This is part of what’s 

wrong with you – you do too much singing.  Today it’s time to stop singing and start swinging.  You can’t sing up on 

freedom, but you can swing up on some freedom.”     (1964) 
Martin Luther King Jr  –  

➢ In referring to the songs as “the soul of the movement”, Dr.King Jr will say “The freedom songs are playing a 

strong and vital role in our struggle. They give the people new courage and a sense of unity. I think they keep alive a 

faith, a radiant hope, in the future, particularly in our most trying hours’’     (1962)   

 

 

Protest songs serve several purposes………Reflect on the impact of history 

Illuminate injustice  

Convey emotions (hopes, dreams , aspirations, despair, fear, etc) 

Speak to shared experiences 

A call to action 

Serve as a source of courage  

Promote themes (like freedom and justice) 

Black empowerment 

Celebration of culture 

        

 

For each song, consider… 

• What is the purpose of this song?  (see above for list) 

• What is the mood/tone/atmospheric of the song? 

• In the song, is there a modern political reference? 

• In the song, is there a historical reference? 

• In the song, what shared experiences are alluded to (if any?) 

• In the song, is there any pattern of institutional or cultural racism suggested? 

• How does this song help us to understand the Black experience? 

• What else jumps out at you about the lyrics of the songs? 

 

 

 

A C T I V I T Y /  P R A C T I C E 

Consider the following excerpts from actual protest songs.  Which of the above questions apply, and what might 

they suggest about the purpose of the song?   (Examples 1-2-4 are by Black artists, song 3 is by White artists about the murder of a 

White man and his two Black friends during the Freedom Rides of the Civil Rights Movement)  
 

       S O N G   L Y R I C      S I G N I F I C A N C E  

1. “Now the riverbank makes a mighty good road………………Used as instructions for slaves to escape to the north 

     Dead trees will show you the way”    during the time of slavery and Underground Railroad 

 (‘Follow the Drinking Gourd’ dated to bef.1840)  

2. “We Shall Overcome”…………………………………….…..Used as inspiration and empowerment during the  

 (folk song, commonly attributed to Charles Albert Civil Rights era  

    Tindley c.1901 and famously sung by Joan Baez) 

3. “They cursed my brother to his face.  Go home Outsider……Used as an expression of the experiences of and 

      This town’s gonna be your buryin’ place”   solidarity with the multi-racial Freedom Riders 

 (‘He Was My Brother’ by Simon and Garfunkel, 1964) 

4. “When they say Make American Great Again, ………………Used to comment on current historical events and  

      do they mean make us all slaves again?”   express anger. 

 (‘War’ by Nas, 2016) 
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Song Lyrics 
 

 

One day when the glory comes 

It will be ours, it will be ours 

One day when the war is won 

We will be sure, we will be sure 

Oh glory 

 

Hands to the Heavens, no man, no weapon 

Formed against, yes glory is destined 

Every day women and men become legends 

Sins that go against our skin become blessings 

The movement is a rhythm to us 

Freedom is like religion to us 

Justice is juxtapositionin' us 

Justice for all just ain't specific enough 

One son died, his spirit is revisitin' us 

Truant livin' livin' in us, resistance is us 

That's why Rosa sat on the bus 

That's why we walk through Ferguson with our hands up 

When it go down we woman and man up 

They say, "Stay down", and we stand up 

Shots, we on the ground, the camera panned up 

King pointed to the mountain top and we ran up 

 

Now the war is not over, victory isn't won 

And we'll fight on to the finish, then when it's all done 

We'll cry glory, oh glory 

 

Selma is now for every man, woman and child 

Even Jesus got his crown in front of a crowd 

They marched with the torch, we gon' run with it now 

Never look back, we done gone hundreds of miles 

From dark roads he rose, to become a hero 

Facin' the league of justice, his power was the people 

Enemy is lethal, a King became regal 

Saw the face of Jim Crow under a bald eagle 

The biggest weapon is to stay peaceful 

We sing, our music is the cuts that we bleed through 

Somewhere in the dream we had an epiphany 

Now we right the wrongs in history 

No one can win the war individually 

It takes the wisdom of the elders and young people's energy 

Welcome to the story we call victory 

Comin' of the Lord, my eyes have seen the glory 

 

When the war is done, when it's all said and done 

We'll cry glory, oh glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Glory”     From the film ‘Selma’ 

                    By Common, with John Legend 

 
The song is available for free online at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KnIozPJWTPM 
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Concrete bricks, bullet proof vests       We screaming for justice, they sending tanks,   

I'm proud of these walls that I built to defend     The man in me 

And protect this bold heart        Demand we protect the family, anarchy 

This bold heart         Ku-Klux-Klan and him demanding he damage me 

But the way you marched into my home      So my fantasy is every single one of us 

Not few, big army         Come against the evil divide of people,  

With the weapon on your arm       It’s common sense. 

Yes, you struck straight with your cold heart     The fury, I hope the whole world hear me 

Your cold heart         No justice, so I became a revolutionary 

                                                                                        No matter if you're red, white, black 

I'm like Nat, I'm like Nat        If you want freedom then we're all like Nat 

I'm a man of God but where is Christ at?   

And even though my name is Nas I am like Nat     Is this you declaring war? 

Is this me declaring war? White flags      No, we will never wave the white flag, the white flag 

I now know why I was even born       So you think I'm gonna run now? 

To strike back         No, the time has come to fight back, to fight back 

A full moon up in the sky, that's a sign that        This is me declaring war 

It's time to get my liberation, the perfect configuration  

It's the birth of a nation, midwife black      Dear America, it's time for a better America 

Mother father, Caucasian        There's a little Nat Turner in every one of us 

My blood Indian, native        No matter if you're red, white, black 

So now I'm contemplating being like Nat      If you want freedom then we're all like Nat 

'Bout to show you what I'm made of      War, war (war), war, war 

I'm what racists are afraid of       Declare war 

No mule and the 40 acres        It's time 

And despite that         Let the spirit of Nat Turner live forever 

Watch out for the traitors      

When they say make America great again,     

do they mean make us all slaves again?     

Don't be sidetracked       

          

Is this you declaring war?      

No, we will never wave the white flag, the white flag   

So you think I'm gonna run now?      

No, the time has come to fight back, to fight back   

This is me declaring war       

This is me declaring war, war      

This is me declaring war, war     

 

Don't want to be a victim no more 

Depicted as a criminal, especially when you're poor 

Why doesn't the government order capital punishment 

To officers 

Who racial profile and put slugs in us 

Makes me think they want us extinct 

On the brink of insanity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“War”       Inspired by the film ‘Birth of a Nation’ 

                   By Nas, featuring Raye 
 

** N o t e : 

Nat Turner was a slave who lead an 

uprising/rebellion in Virginia in 1831.  

Fugitive enslaved people killed 55-65 

people, at least 51 of whom being white.  

The state will execute 56 slaves and 

militias murdered another 120.  

 
This song is available for free online at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCBfNOFNL5w 

https://genius.com/Nas-war-birth-of-a-nation-lyrics#note-13957624
https://genius.com/Nas-war-birth-of-a-nation-lyrics#note-13020637
https://genius.com/Nas-war-birth-of-a-nation-lyrics#note-10561429
https://genius.com/Nas-war-birth-of-a-nation-lyrics#note-10561577
https://genius.com/Nas-war-birth-of-a-nation-lyrics#note-10561577
https://genius.com/Nas-war-birth-of-a-nation-lyrics#note-10561457
https://genius.com/Nas-war-birth-of-a-nation-lyrics#note-10901721
https://genius.com/Nas-war-birth-of-a-nation-lyrics#note-10561477
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I wrote my way out              I'm a subversive nation awaiting the birth of his own 

Wrote everything down far as I could see            Where shots get thrown and spots get blown 

(Wait for it, wait for it, wait for it)             And the convicts roam on the streets of a conflict zone 

I wrote my way out              It's not his home 

                 Adrenaline, testosterone, and pride  

Uh, they said I wouldn't amount to nothing            keep the throne speaking in a toxic tone 

Now I hold the head of he who could give the            I feel like I wrote my way up out of a burning building 

crown concussion               To earning millions in this world of soldiers 

Fuck it, my new 'vice is stay off my old vices           and civilians 

Even though my new life is gon' cost me my old life  

I wrote my way out of it , out of that hell hole           I burn the oil every night as I return to brilliance 

Shoes that don't even gotta be tied up, that's Velcro           Under the gun, I'm under pressure, under surveillance 

My freedom sitting on the other side of that cell door          But I'm spitting the bigger picture,  

The other side of the track where I'm from like railroads          sending the benediction. 

My daddy slapped the shit out my momma in front of me          Some people write and live what I'm penning, this  

Couldn't do shit about it at that time I was young and weak          Little Richard 

All I could do was write a hundred rhymes to a hundred beats       Paper begins to rip while I'm illustrating the difference 

'Bout what I plan to do in spite of what was done to me          And a fake out and a way to break out 

I wrote my way out (I wrote my way out)            I shawshank the great escape route 

Out of the poor house, accomplished my goals somehow          Yeah 

I never sold out, I'm a product of Motown     

And now I'm in the public eye             I wrote my way out 

So if you ever see me solve a problem before           Oh I was born in the eye of the storm 

Just know before I solved a problem that the problem           No loving arms to keep me warm 

got wrote down               This hurricane in my brain is the burden I bear 

                 I can do without, I'm here 

Back to the store to get some bare essentials           'Cause I wrote my way out 

Government cheese, a half a gallon milk, and a pair of pencils  

I write my life inside this journal, hope they hear my info   

And if you think this shit is dope then you should hear my intro  

Yeah I used to argue with my teachers and go back and forth  

Told them one day I be famous and be back for more   

Maybe blow all of my bread to make it back on tour    

And smash all the rich hoes that I never had before    

Ryan had no paper, I was plotting on them racks on racks   

Niggas sneaking in your crib with the black on black   

Just rumbling through your shit like lemme have all that   

'Cause I was lost, now I'm back on track     

Look I ain't never been shit and that's just me being real   

I gotta call it how I see it, that's just me being trill    

And I ain't trying to take advice, just take it easier, chill   

But if I gotta pay the price, fuck it, then leave me the bill   

Joyner         

 

I wrote my way out       

Wrote everything down far as I could see     

Picked up a pen and I wrote my way out 

 

Yeah, I wrote words on a page, symbols on a surface 

Graffiti on the wall where my ancestors were purchased 

I contemplate when the day I'm due to inherit the earth is 

 

“Wrote My Way Out”        

From the album ‘Hamilton Remix’                                              

By Royce, featuring Aloe Blacc 

 

This song is available for free online at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NX
QvCNAV8Ro 
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Will they tell your story?      Yo, sing the carol of a young pharaoh 

This is the story of a      Who slew Leviathan with one arrow 

Who lives who dies who tells your story    As I revolve through the gun barrel  

This is the story of a      just to watch it unravel 

Who lives who dies who tells your story    I tell them have heart, must travel 

         Keep my legacy alive even if  

My mind flashes, I see the ashes of the masters   I don't survive 'til the curtain call 

Who touch the masses, I ask if I'll ever be one   First of all, realize what we working towards 

When I die, will heaven be done?     Fuck around, find what we searching for 

What will my legend become?     (Who lives who dies who tells your story?) 

I will forever be young      The earth, my name written in cursive form 

Through old tales of breakdancing down at Odell's   

Streets named after me is where my soul dwells   Frozen in time, I can't let it go 

Desires of a church choir, Trinity United    Nat Cole, Unforgettable 

I think of good memories that Hennessy provided   The pedestal I'm on, I'mma end up on the Federal 

         Reserve note your money with a hip hop quote 

Memories divided by perception     I might change legislation with shit that I wrote 

Will it be Water for Chocolate or Resurrection?   

The path to perfection is rarely achieved    From boats that we came on  

I head in that direction, I dream and believe    to lights with our name on 

An underground dude that overachieve    Through hard times, we spark minds  

From the windy city I was blowing they eaves   to keep the flame on 

Somewhere along the way I aired out MCs    I write hard rhymes like I'm running out of time 

(Who lives who dies who tells your story)    Truthfully, my stopwatch is one with the divine 

But to stand out some days you may freeze    Centuries from now, they'll play my freestyle 

Degrees        And say, this is the brilliance of a  

Black American child 

Who lives 

And who dies        Endowed by the streets, and the Chi proud 

Who holds on to all our lives?     Known to move in silence, but can be loud 

Time and time and time again     The noise of beat girls and boys 

Will they tell your story in the end     Building to destroy the perception  

(Who lives who dies who tells your story?)    of urban aggression 

         My life is a progression of chords,  

Yo, the anticipation arose as time froze    wrote the oppressors 

The black men in the morgue were John Does   A chorus, my story is the glory of the Lord 

Lynched for whistling at blonde does     

I said a prayer with my eyes closed     

As I loaded the Roscoe's at the sink, yo     

I been a bullet on the brink      

But being a young king 

Probably different than you think, though 

The quills that I dip into the ink go to document 

And you'll remember me when I'm extinct 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Who Tells Your Story”        

From the album ‘Hamilton Remix’                                                        

By The Roots, Common and Ingrid Michaelson 

 

This song is available for free online at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5zXPJHyJlE 

https://genius.com/The-roots-who-tells-your-story-lyrics#note-10942345
https://genius.com/The-roots-who-tells-your-story-lyrics#note-11116461
https://genius.com/The-roots-who-tells-your-story-lyrics#note-10987408
https://genius.com/The-roots-who-tells-your-story-lyrics#note-10987408
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Song Lyrics 
 
 

Ayo mugshots, gun shots, dope shots, jump shot   When are folks like me and you gonna rise up? 

Take your pick, but you only get one shot    Every city, every hood, we need to rise up 

Advice from a schoolteacher to a young tot    All my soldiers, what's good? We need to rise up 

Applyin' a sticker to his Spiderman lunchbox   We ain't got no other choice, we need to rise up 

When even role models tell us we're born to be felons  Rise up! 

We're never gettin' into Harvard or Carnegie Mellon   

And we gon' end up either robbin' somebody or killin'  Throughout my travels and journeys through life  

It's not fair that's all they can tell us     I've been searchin' 

That's why you hustle hella hard, never celebrate a holiday  And been learnin' to be the type of person  

That'll be the day I coulda finally hit the lottery   to display how determined I get 

I refuse to ever lose or throw my shot away    When I'm certain, inside I feel that fire that's burnin' 

Or chalk it up as just another one that got away   Like a knife that is turnin', I fight while I'm hurtin' 

So I'm unapologetic, I'm on my calesthenics   Sometimes they're right 'cause life is a burden 

If I have given it all I got I cannot regret it    Like the pain from a bite that'll worsen 

My point of destination's different from where I was headed  Tryna stifle the light that'll shine on me first and 

'Cause I'ma shoot for the stars to get it    Before I ride in a hearse and... 

One shot         

         My breathing stops and 

I said I'm not throwin' away my shot    You'll never take my one shot I got  

Yo I'm just like my country      'fore I lie in the earth 

I'm young, scrappy and hungry     And now I kill again on that Hercules Mulligan 

And I'm not throwin' away my shot     Readin', inventin', we feelin' with a Huffington 

I said I'm not throwin' away my shot    Done with the sufferin',  

No I'm not throwin' away my shot     we in the guts again, family rushin' in 

Yo I'm just like my country      Wonder where Busta been 

I'm young, scrappy and hungry     Feelin' the hunger and feedin' the lust to win 

And I'm not throwin' away my shot     See I've been patiently waitin' for this moment 

         To rise up again, that's the way I was molded 

When opportunity knock, you don't send anyone to get it  And as the last one standin' as the rest of them foldin' 

Answer the door, welcome it, let it in or regret it   Give me my one chance to grab the torch  

They said if you can't beat 'em then join 'em   and properly hold it 

I said, "Forget it"        

'Cause once you join 'em you're buildin' a ceilin' the way you're headed 

Be American, express how you feel and take the credit 

Don't settle for 87, go premium unleaded and 

Take off, shake all the hate off, it's over 

It's they loss, the payoff's their weight off your shoulders 

Must admit, I'm feelin', I'm kind of um 

Lighter as a writer with this fire and desire to go higher 

Than a stealth fighter pilot with my eye on every prize 

I surprise you guys, I'm a prize fighter 

My nine to five describe, your scribe survive minor 

Setbacks and take steps back from pied pipers 

Be leaders, believers in yourself and mean it 

I mean you only get one shot, take it or leave it 

 

Rise up 

If you livin' on your knees, you rise up 

Tell your brother that he's gotta rise up 

Tell your sister that she's gotta rise up 

 

“My Shot”        

From the album ‘Hamilton Remix’                        

By The Roots, featuring Black Thought,  

Busta Rhymes, Joell Ortiz, Nate Ruess 

 

This song is available for free online at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0TCVAl8j218 
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Other Resources 

 

 

The following films will offer relevant perspectives. They are listed in no particular order 

 

F E A T U R E   F I L M S  
 

‘Selma’   (2014) 

 This is an Oscar-nominated film telling the nonfiction story of the 1965 civil rights march from Selma to 

Montgomery, and Martin Luther King Jr’s campaign to gain equal voting rights.  This is the best film on 

Martin Luther King Jr out there.  It won the NAACP Image Award and BET Award, both for Best Picture. 

‘12 Years A Slave’  (2013)  

 A brutal nonfiction portrayal of slavery in the south, as shown through Solomon Northup’s experiences.  It 

portrays 1841-1853.  It won the Academy Award for Best Picture. 

‘Just Mercy’   (2019) 

 This chronicles a Harvard Law School graduate’s fight to help Walter McMillian appeal his murder 

conviction.  It won the NAACP Image Award for Best Picture.  This may be the best film portrayal of 

institutional racism put on film! 

‘Malcolm X’  (1992) 

 A biographical drama about Malcolm X, who is portrayed by Denzel Washington.  It is particularly good at 

expressing his character and Malcolm X’s changing approaches toward Civil Rights over time.  It won the 

NAACP Image Award for Best Picture.  This is the best film on Malcolm X available. 

‘Harriett’  (2019)   

 A biographical drama focusing on Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad.  It portrays 1849 to c.1860 

‘The Hate You Give’   (2018)  

 A teenager witnesses a police officer shoot and kill her childhood friend after a traffic stop.  The fallout from 

the ripples through the community, which is grappling with issues of crime and punishment 

‘Black Panther’  (2018) 

 Yes, it is a comic superhero film.  But interwoven throughout it is a celebration of African culture, 

perspectives, and historical allusions.  It was nominated for Best Picture at the Academy Awards. 

 

 

D O C U M E N T A R Y   F I L M S 
 

‘Eyes on the Prize’  (1987) 

 This 14-part documentary chronicles the Civil Rights Movement, utilizing a tremendous amount of 

archived original footage.  It won the TCA Award for Program of the Year.  It is the best documentary 

covering the Civil Rights era of the 1960s. 

‘Scottsboro Boys’  (2005) 

 This documentary chronicles the plight of the Scottsboro Boys in 1931.  It won the WGA Award for Best 

Documentary.  Outstanding documentary. 

‘Reconstruction – The Second Civil War’   (2005) 

 This may be among the most comprehensive documentaries made on the Reconstruction era.  Outstanding! 

‘13th’   (2016) 

 This documentary examines how racial inequity has been a key element in the US prison system, going 

back to the post-Civil War era when African Americans supposedly freed from slavery by the 13th 

Amendment were arrested in large numbers for minor offences.  Won the BAFTA Award and NAACP 

Image Award for Best Documentary. 

‘The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution’   (2016) 

 This documentary follows the development of the Black Panther Party, which came into prominence amid 

the tumult of the 1960s.  Won the NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Documentary and Africa Movie 

Academy Award for Best Diaspora Documentary. 
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Discussion Questions 
 

 

Level One Questions   (introductory/foundational questions) 

1. What is racism? 

2. What are types of prejudice and intolerance which are not racist in orientation? 

3. What is the definition of institutional racism, and what is an example of it? 

4. What is the definition of White privilege, and what is an example of it? 

_____________________________________________________ 

Level Two Questions   (basic, understanding the parameters of racism in America) 

1. With the protests of spring/summer 2020, there is momentum in the literary world to capitalize the ‘B’ (in 

Black) and ‘W’ (in white), which has previously not been done before.  Why might this be?  What affect 

(if any) might this have on people’s perception/view of racism over time? 

2. What is the difference between civil rights and civil liberties? 

3. Why might White people believe that racism is rare in American society today? 

4. How might institutional racism and cultural racism differ? 

5. What do you think would be the most difficult thing about explaining racism to White people? 

6. In what ways might ‘Lost Cause’ thinking persist in America’s mindset today?   

_____________________________________________________ 

Level Three Questions   (medium, specific examples) 

1. Are reparations the solution to repairing a history of racism?  

2. Some people of African heritage are inclined to forgive (so they don’t live with the anger) acts of racism 

while others allow the anger to define them and can’t envision forgiveness of such acts inhumanity.  

Which is the proper perspective? 

3. How dangerous are symbols like the Confederate flag or statues of Confederate figures in furthering 

racism?  Why? 

4. The Republican party – in recent decades – has maintained a sense of ‘white grievance’.  How likely is this 

to persist beyond the urgency of the Black Lives Matter moment?    

5. Why should (or shouldn’t) the KKK be labeled as a domestic terrorist organization? 

6. The movement has started to refer toa generic descriptor of a “Karen” (a Karen does not try to hide her 

intolerant attitude, and a “Becky” (a Becky weaponizes her White privilege while convincing herself that 

her whiteness doesn’t matter).  As such generic refences to a Karen or a Becky inherently racist in and of 

themselves?  Is this perpetuating stereotypes?  

__________________________________________________ 

Level Four Questions   (advanced, conceptual) 

1. Is the recent (c.Spring 2020) willingness by White America to acknowledge anti-Black racism just a 

passing phase or does it represent a shift in perspective which will endure?  

2. Why is talking about race difficult? 

3. What’s the difference between America having a true racial reckoning versus a superficial racial 

reckoning? 

4. In what ways might the historical linkages between power, self-interest and racial dominance explain the 

persistence of racial inequality and oppression? 

5. In what ways might solutions to making amends for historical racism (reparations? Affirmative Action? 

etc) enflame and further racism in the future? 

6. Is prejudice/xenophobia/racism/intolerance a natural part of human nature? 
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Assessment / Topical Questions                                                   Name _________________________ 

                                                                                                                                      Period ____    Date _______________ 

 

 
           O P I N I O N 
           If the desire is to uphold the ideals  

What is the belief system behind    What is the belief system behind  of the Constitution and Bill of Rights,  

the phrase “Black Lives Matter”?  the phrase “All Lives Matter”?  whose view is best to aspire to? Why? 

 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

 

 
           O P I N I O N 

Under what conditions should statues 

How do Black Lives Matter supporters How do supporters of Confederate    and monuments be allowed to remain 

view Confederate monuments/statues? monuments/statues view them?  standing or be taken down? 

 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

_______________________________          ____________________________        _____________________________ 

 

 

Martin Luther King Jr said “The arch of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.”  How might the 

events of history reflect what he is trying to say in this quote? 
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What Can Students Do to Bring About Change? 

 

 

Vote!   Vote!   Vote!   Vote!   Vote! 

  

Run for elected office 

 

Work (volunteer or paid) on a political campaign, for a candidate whose views you believe in. 

 

Write opinion pieces for publication online or in newspapers, advocating for the change you want to see on the topic.   

 

Support social justice causes 

 This support could be in the form of donations to a political entity (like the NAACP), or creating a non-profit 

or social media entity to advocate for change. 

 

Take a principled stand 

 Consider sophomore Gertrude Lamb of Robert E Lee High School in Tyler, Texas.  A standout cross country 

runner, she refused to race again in that uniform, and penned an extraordinary letter to the school board 

expressing why and what her demands were.  She gave them time to address this, before deciding whether or 

not to pursue Civil Rights litigation.   

More at:  https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/24/us/robert-e-lee-high-school-tyler-texas-trnd/index.html  

 

Protest / Demonstrate 

 Some people protest with the intent of getting arrested (as a form of civil disobedience), while for some others 

it happens in the moment.  Regardless, know your legal rights 

The 1st Amendment gives you the right to assemble peacefully on public (not private) property and air your 

grievances. The government can’t stop peaceful protests, but it can impose some restrictions on the time, 

place and manner of protest (instating a curfew, for instance).  The 1st Amendment does not protect 

protests which escalate to violence or damage to property.   

If a governor pleads with people to go home, you have no legal obligation to comply.  But police and local 

government can order you to leave so long as they’ve given you ample notice to leave safely 

You have the right to take photos and videos of what’s happening at a protest in a public place, and you 

can record the police too. (different states have different rules about audio recording and sharing that 

without the consent of those who you recorded speaking, but the visual portions of videos and photos are 

always protested by the 1st Amendment.  Police can’t ask you to give them your phone or forcibly 

confiscate it without a search warrant.  Similarly, police can not delete content from your phone or instruct 

you to do so.  

Concerned that someone took a photo of your face at a public protest?  Tough.  You consent to a photo just 

by being there. 

What happens if you’re arrested? Police can ask your name.  They do not have the right to know where 

you’re from nor your citizenship status.  You have the right to remain silent, and to ask for a lawyer.  If 

you are booked in jail, call a lawyer immediately (police 

cannot listen in on a lawyer call, but they can if you’re calling 

a friend or family).   Above all, don’t resist arrest    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/24/us/robert-e-lee-high-school-tyler-texas-trnd/index.html
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Tribute to the Movement 

 
 

         Facebook post by John Cornet, 20 January 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr was a reluctant warrior in the cause of civil rights. 

History having been thrust upon him, he was the first to express that “civil 

rights” were inseparable from fundamental human rights. He engaged in 

nonviolent civil disobedience, put forth a consistent message of racial unity, 

and advocated forgiveness. All the while his energies were confronted by 

racists and he endured the FBI’s incessant attempts to blackmail him. Dr. 

King was the public face on the movement; he brought articulation to it, yet 

he was also reflecting a hitherto-silent chorus.  
 

As Dr.King himself would remind us, it was not through his actions alone 

which brought about change. We must not forget the many others who fought 

through self-sacrificing ways to inch our nation closer toward racial 

harmony…the Freedom Riders who endure the crucible of southern white 

supremacist hatred; James Meredith, Clyde Kennard (a Korea War veteran) 

and Autherine Lucy’s courageous attempts to desegregate educational 

institutions in the south; Medgar Evers, a veteran who landed at the beaches of 

Normandy, who pursued a voting registration drive deep in Mississippi before 

being shot in the back in front of his children; Jim Lawson, who taught the 

masses in the intricacies on non-violent passive-aggressive resistance during 

the sit-ins; those many who participated in Freedom Summer, and the risks 

associated therein; Rosa Parks and her famous “No, I shall not get up”; the 

dozens of Rabbi’s who walked into the prisons alongside Dr.King in 

Birmingham; the hundreds of children mobilized by Rev. James Bevel to walk 

out of school, get arrested, be freed, march again, and be arrested again; Ralph 

David Abernathy and Fred Shuttlesworth, who in their own rights were as 

important to the movement as King (although they did not get the media 

attention); Stokely Carmichael’s mobilizing of the Student Nonviolent 

Coordinating Committee and advocating of Black Power, and, importantly; 

Malcolm X, who by words and actions demonstrated an alternative to 

Dr.King’s nonviolent approach, and who triggered a debate on the 

effectiveness and permanency of nonviolence in achieving the movements 

aims. They and countless others endured racism, violence, attack dogs, threats 

of murder (some were murdered), race riots, and a largely indifferent 

government in finding expression for what is right. 

 

Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, Dr.King, Fred Hampton, Addie Mae Collins, 

Cynthia Wesley, Carole Robertson, Denise McNair, John Kennedy, Robert 

Kennedy, Andrew Goldman, James Chaney, Michael Schwerner…the list of 

martyr’s in the struggle for equality is to exhaustive to compile. We have not 

yet achieved the world they were murdered to prevent, but we continue to inch 

toward actualizing it. 
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  Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/26/opinion/confederate-monuments-racism.html?auth=login-            

                   email&fbclid=IwAR0QAJ9mTpVEaA8rDW6W4JSMuNLkvjNPHQ75PFiUwfb3Rv1HW-M8ydbt1uo&login=email 

 

 

 

You Want a Confederate Monument?  My Body Is a Confederate Monument 
The Black people I come from were owned and raped by the white people I come from.   

Who dares to tell me to celebrate them? 
By Caroline Randall Williams 

26 June 2020 

 

 

Nashville, Tennessee – I have rape-colored skin. My light-brown-blackness is a living testament to the rules, the practices, 

the causes of the Old South. 

 

If there are those who want to remember the legacy of the Confederacy, if they want monuments, well, then, my body is a 

monument. My skin is a monument. 

 

Dead Confederates are honored all over this country – with cartoonish private statues, solemn public monuments and even 

in the names of United States Army bases. It fortifies and heartens me to witness the protests against this practice and the 

growing clamor from serious, nonpartisan public servants to redress it. But there are still those – like President Trump and 

the Senate majority leader, Mitch McConnell – who cannot understand the difference between rewriting and reframing the 

past. I say it is not a matter of “airbrushing” history, but of adding a new perspective. 

 

I am a black, Southern woman, and of my immediate white male ancestors, all of them were rapists. My very existence is 

a relic of slavery and Jim Crow. 

 

According to the rule of hypodescent (the social and legal practice of assigning a genetically mixed-race person to the race 

with less social power) I am the daughter of two black people, the granddaughter of four black people, the great-

granddaughter of eight black people. Go back one more generation and it gets less straightforward, and more sinister. As 

far as family history has always told, and as modern DNA testing has allowed me to confirm, I am the descendant of black 

women who were domestic servants and white men who raped their help. 

 

It is an extraordinary truth of my life that I am biologically more than half white, and yet I have no white people in my 

genealogy in living memory. No. Voluntary. Whiteness. I am more than half white, and none of it was consensual. White 

Southern men — my ancestors — took what they wanted from women they did not love, over whom they had 

extraordinary power, and then failed to claim their children. 

 

What is a monument but a standing memory? An artifact to make tangible the truth of the past. My body and blood are a 

tangible truth of the South and its past. The black people I come from were owned by the white people I come from. The 

white people I come from fought and died for their Lost Cause. And I ask you now, who dares to tell me to celebrate 

them? Who dares to ask me to accept their mounted pedestals? 

 

You cannot dismiss me as someone who doesn’t understand. You cannot say it wasn’t my family members who fought 

and died. My blackness does not put me on the other side of anything. It puts me squarely at the heart of the debate. I 

don’t just come from the South. I come from Confederates. I’ve got rebel-gray blue blood coursing my veins. My great-

grandfather Will was raised with the knowledge that Edmund Pettus was his father. Pettus, the storied Confederate 

general, the grand dragon of the Ku Klux Klan, the man for whom Selma’s Bloody Sunday Bridge is named. So I am not 

an outsider who makes these demands. I am a great-great-granddaughter.  

 

And here I’m called to say that there is much about the South that is precious to me. I do my best teaching and writing 

here. There is, however, a peculiar model of Southern pride that must now, at long last, be reckoned with. 

 

This is not an ignorant pride but a defiant one. It is a pride that says, “Our history is rich, our causes are justified, our 

ancestors lie beyond reproach.” It is a pining for greatness, if you will, a wish again for a certain kind of American 

memory. A monument-worthy memory. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/26/opinion/confederate-monuments-racism.html?auth=login-
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/14/us/politics/robert-gates-confederate-base-names.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/10/us/politics/trump-rejects-renaming-military-bases.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/16/mcconnell-confederate-statues-capitol-323037
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But here’s the thing: Our ancestors don’t deserve your unconditional pride. Yes, I am proud of every one of my black 

ancestors who survived slavery. They earned that pride, by any decent person’s reckoning. But I am not proud of the 

white ancestors whom I know, by virtue of my very existence, to be bad actors. 

 

Among the apologists for the Southern cause and for its monuments, there are those who dismiss the hardships of the past. 

They imagine a world of benevolent masters, and speak with misty eyes of gentility and honor and the land. They deny 

plantation rape, or explain it away, or question the degree of frequency with which it occurred. 

 

To those people it is my privilege to say, I am proof. I am proof that whatever else the South might have been, or might 

believe itself to be, it was and is a space whose prosperity and sense of romance and nostalgia were built upon the 

grievous exploitation of black life. 

 

The dream version of the Old South never existed. Any manufactured monument to that time in that place tells half a truth 

at best. The ideas and ideals it purports to honor are not real. To those who have embraced these delusions: Now is the 

time to re-examine your position. 

 

Either you have been blind to a truth that my body’s story forces you to see, or you really do mean to honor the oppressors 

at the expense of the oppressed, and you must at last acknowledge your emotional investment in a legacy of hate. 

 

Either way, I say the monuments of stone and metal, the monuments of cloth and wood, all the man-made monuments, 

must come down. I defy any sentimental Southerner to defend our ancestors to me. I am quite literally made of the reasons 

to strip them of their laurels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


